
 

 

 

 

 

 

TOP TIPS 

Get your child’s attention 

Face your child or sit down with them. Say their 

name before you start speaking. Talk about 

something you can both see in front of you. This 

helps them to learn what words mean. 

 

Give them time to think 

Children need more time than adults to think 

about what they’ve heard, and to decide what to 

say back. Give them time to respond, and look at 

them while you wait. 

 

Use simple language 

Keep your sentences short. For example, “Food 

time now” or “Wow, you’re building a tower”. 

 

Build on what they say 

Adding one or two words to what they say helps 

your child onto the next stage of talking. So, if 

your child says “bus” you say “Yes, big bus”. 

 

 

 

Speak in your home language 

It’s important for children to learn their first 

words and sentences in their home language. 

Your child will learn in English later, at nursery 

and school. 

 

Show them the right way 

Young children often make mistakes. Show them 

that you understand, rather than asking them to 

repeat words correctly. Say the word or 

sentence again correctly for your child. If they 

say “Look at the dod”, you can say “Yes, it’s a 

dog”. 

 

Have fun together 

Use actions, sing, make noises and funny faces. 

Don’t be shy, being a bit silly helps get their 

attention and makes them laugh and can 

encourage language development. 

 

Comments not questions 

Asking lots of questions can feel like it’s a test. 

Make it a conversation. When you talk to your 

baby comment on what they are doing and what 

is happening instead. 

 

Make it easier for them to listen 

Turning the music, radio or TV off helps 

children focus on your words. 

 

Repeat what you say 

It’s good to say the same thing over again. 

Babies and toddlers need to hear words and 

sentences lots of times to understand them and 

learn new words. This is key aspect of baby 

talk.  

 

Make it easier for them to talk 

Dummies can get in the way of talking. Try to 

keep them just for sleep times. Take it out to 

talk.  

 

 

Copy what they say 

Repeat back sounds, words and sentences. 

Whether its “la la” or “Oh, you liked the 

banana?”, it shows you’re interested and that 

sounds and words are important. This can help 

your baby's speech development.  

 

 
 

Building Language and 

Vocabulary   



 

Story Stones  

This will help your child to  

 Communicate  

 Use expressive language 

 Play with vocabulary 

 Take turns 

 Pay attention and listen 

 

All you need to do is get some flat and smooth stones and decorate them with pictures of objects or 

animals.  

Choose one of the stones and start a story based on the picture on it. 

Encourage your child to draw more stones and continue the story.  

 

Language is everywhere – could you work with your child on some of these? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pay attention 

when your child 

talks to you. 

 

Get your child's 

attention before 

you talk. 

 

Praise your child 

when she tells 

you something. 

Show that you 

understand her 

words. 

 

Pause after 

speaking. 

 

Give your child a 

chance to 

respond. 

Keep helping your child learn new words. Say a new word, 

and tell him what it means, or use it in a way that helps him 

understand. For example, you can use the word "vehicle" 

instead of "car."  You can say, "I think I will drive the vehicle 

to the store. I am too tired to walk."  

 

Talk about where things are, using words like "first," 

"middle," and "last" or "right" and "left." Talk about 

opposites like "up" and "down" or "on" and "off." 

 

Have your child guess what you describe. Say, "We use it to 

sweep the floor," and have her find the broom. Say, "It is 

cold, sweet, and good for dessert. I like strawberry" so she 

can guess "ice cream." 

 

Work on groups of items, or categories. Find the thing that 

does not belong in a group. For example, "A shoe does not 

go with an apple and an orange because you can't eat it. It 

is not round. It is not a fruit." 

 

Play games with your child such as "house." Let her be the 

parent, and you pretend to be the child. Talk about the 

different rooms and furniture in the house. 

 

Watch movies together on TV or a tablet. Talk about what 

your child is watching. Have her guess what might happen 

next. Talk about the characters. Are they happy or sad? Ask 

her to tell you what happened in the story. Act out a scene 

together, or make up a different ending. 

 
Use everyday tasks to learn language. For example, talk 

about the foods on the menu and their colour, texture, and 

taste when in the kitchen. Talk about where to put things. 

Ask her to put the napkin on the table, in your lap, or under 

the spoon. 

 

 

Help your child follow two- and three-step directions. Use 

words like, "Go to your room, and bring me your book." 

Ask your child to give directions. Follow his directions as he 

tells you how to build a tower of blocks. 

 


