
RE Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 

‘As individuals we appreciate the religions and beliefs of all so we can demonstrate mutual respect 

and tolerance in a diverse society.’ 
 

discover, understand, express, respond, record 
 

 
 

 

 

RE Intent 

 
Religious Education is personally enriching for children. It helps promote mutual respect and open-mindedness towards the many faiths that make up 

our culturally diverse society.  

By providing children with a safe space to explore religious beliefs, teachings and practices, children are able to make their own choices and decisions 

whilst also developing their own sense of identity and belonging through reflection.  

Through our enquiry based RE curriculum, we believe that pupils will develop critical thinking skills to enable them to better appreciate and 

understand the expression of beliefs, cultural practices and influence of religion and worldviews on their local, national and global community.  
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EYFS 
 

At Pye Green, we recognise the fundamental role a child’s early years has in shaping the person and learner they become. Our curriculum is designed 

to build upon the strong foundations set down in our Early Years Foundation Stage. Each curriculum subject takes note of its predecessors in the 

EYFS, building upon and making links with prior learning. 

 

Religious Education 

 

Pupils have access to a RE Curriculum which allows children the opportunity to gain knowledge, skills and experience of varying cultures and religions 

within our diverse society. Children are taught through a range of activities linked to focus stories, topic themes, festivals and special people, and 

within this have the freedom to express themselves and their ideas in a safe and creative way. 

 

Development Matters  
Personal, Social, Emotional Development: Self-confidence and Self-awareness 

Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about 

their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.  

Understanding the World: People and Communities 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives on family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, 

and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.  

Understanding the World: The World 

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate 

environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about 

changes.  
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Staffordshire 

SACRE Skills: 
 Y1 Y2 

Explore religious 

beliefs, teaching 

and practises 

Skills 

 

Pupils can use some words and phrases to recognise and 

name features of religious life and practice valued by 

believers.  

Pupils can recall religious stories and recognise symbols 

and other verbal and visual forms of religious expression 

which have meaning for believers.  

Pupils use religious words and phrases to identify some 

features of religion and its importance for some people.  

Pupils show an awareness of similarities in religions, 

including key questions raised by believers.  

Pupils retell religious stories and suggest meanings for 

religious actions and symbols.  

Pupils identify how religion is expressed in different ways.  

How it is 

covered 

Autumn 

 Learn and retell the creation story. Explore how this 

influences how Christians behave towards nature and 

the environment.  

 Learn the events of Christmas story.  

Spring 

 Bible stories on friendship from NT 

 Easter – Christian practises and story of Palm 

Sunday, Easter and Jesus Resurrection.  

Summer 

 Judaism and celebration of Shabbat.  

 Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

Autumn 

 Learn and retell Bible stories that show kindness and 

how this makes Christians behave towards other 

people.  

 Events of Christmas story and reasons for Jesus’ birth 

Spring 

 What do Muslims believe and belonging to the Muslim 

faith.  

 Easter story/resurrection and what it means for 

Christians. 

Sumer 

 Why do Muslims visit the mosque and sense of 

belonging.  

 Muslim Hajj – its importance to Muslims.  
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Engage with 

fundamental 

questions. 

Skills Pupils can talk about their experience of the world around 

them and in particular what is of value and concern to 

themselves and others.   

Pupils can recognise that some questions cause people to 

wonder and are difficult to answer.  

 

Pupils are able to share ideas about right and wrong.  

How is it 

covered? 

Autumn 

 Should people take care of the world? 

 Children develop beliefs and express their concerns 

and beliefs around this. 

Spring 

 Should people follow religious leaders and teachings? 

Summer 

 Are religious celebrations important to people? 
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Reflect 

Skills Pupils can demonstrate awareness that there is more than 

one religious tradition or faith community.  

Pupils are able to name more than one religious tradition or 

faith community, and can talk about some of the 

distinctive features of each such religious traditions/faith 

community.  

How is it 

covered? 

 Children in Year 1 learn about and reflect on both 

Christianity and Judaism.  

 

 Children learn about and reflect on both Christianity 

and Islam.  

 Children can name key features of both faiths and 

reflect on religious artefacts and heir meanings.  

 Children learn about religious rituals. 



RE Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 

LKS2 

Skills Progression 

Staffordshire 

SACRE Skills: 

 Year 3 Year 4 

Explore 

religious 

beliefs, 

teaching and 

practises 

Skills Pupils use a developing religious vocabulary to describe 

some key features of religions, recognising similarities 

and differences.  

They make links between beliefs, practices and sources, 

including religious stories and sacred texts.  

They begin to identify the impact religion has on 

believers’ lives.  

They describe some forms of religious expression.  

Pupils use a developing religious vocabulary to describe and 

show understanding of sources, practices, beliefs, ideas and 

experiences.  

They make links between them, and describe some 

similarities and differences both within and between 

religions.  

Pupils describe the impact of religion on peoples’ lives.  

They explore and explain meanings for a range of forms of 

religious expression.  

How is it 

covered? 

Autumn 

 Learn about Sikhism and Sikh ways of life and the 

impact this has on their daily life.  

 Investigate meaning of Christmas to Christians and 

compare this with what Christmas means to us.  

Spring 

 Sacred texts, and how these influence Christians.  

 Why does Jesus’ crucifixion represent hope for 

Christians? 

Summer 

 How do Sikh belies affect their way of life? 

 Comparing Sikh practices in order to explore which 

shows most commitment to God.  

 

Autumn 

 Learning about and making comparisons between 

Judaism and Christianity.  

 Is religion the most important influence and inspiration 

in everyone’s life? 

Spring 

 Do religious people lead better lives – children look at 

Christianity and Judaism making links between them.  

Summer 

 Different ways Jews show commitment to God, 

comparing practices in order to explore which shows 

most commitment.  
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Engage with 

fundamental 

questions. 

Skills Pupils ask important questions about values, 

commitments and beliefs.  

Pupils make links between their own and other’s 

responses, attitudes and behaviour. 

Pupils raise, and suggest answers to, fundamental questions 

of identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and 

commitments, recognising the implications and 

consequences of making moral choices.  

How is it 

covered? 

Summer  

 What is the best way for a Sikh to show 

commitment to God?  

 Pupils compare their practices in order to explore 

how different people commit to their beliefs.  

 Discussions about how religious beliefs influence and 

inspire individuals.  

Autumn 

 Do all religious beliefs influence people to behave well 

towards others.  

Spring 

 Is religion the most important influence and inspiration 

in everyone’s life? 

Summer 

 What are the 4 Gospels and how to they help a 

Christian live a responsible day today? 
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Reflect 

Skills Pupils can identify and distinguish between the faiths 

being explored and can express some awareness of their 

identity within or outside these faiths.  

 

Pupils understand the importance and reality of existing 

in a plural context.  

Pupils apply their ideas about identity and commitment in a 

diverse world to their own and other people’s lives.  

 

Pupils describe what inspires and influences themselves and 

others, especially their commitments, values and choices.  

 

Pupils are able to recognise in themselves and others some 

reactions to living alongside others who have a different 

faith or stance.  

How is it 

covered? 

Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Children get opportunities within each module across the 

year to reflect on their individual belief and compare 

these with teaching and the beliefs of others.   

Summer 

 Do all religious beliefs influence people to behave 

well towards others? 

Autumn 

 Children reflect on the impact of religion on peoples 

lives and how their lives are dimilar and or different.  

Spring 

 Children have opportunities to express their belief 

about the Easter story and its symbolism. How does 

their belief about Easter impact how they choose to 

celebrate? 

Summer 

 Children learn about Judaism and Christianity in more 

detail and learn about how they live and contribute to 

society.  



RE Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 

UKS2 

Skills Progression 

Staffordshire SACRE Skills: 
Year 5 Year 6 

Explore 

religious 

beliefs, 

teaching 

and 

practises 

Skills Pupils use a wide religious vocabulary to explain the 

impact of beliefs on individuals and communities.   

They show a developing insight into why people belong to 

religions.  

Pupils demonstrate that similarities and differences 

illustrate distinctive beliefs within and between religions 

and suggest possible reasons for this.  

They explain how religious sources are used to provide 

answers to ethical issues.  

Pupils use religious and philosophical vocabulary to give 

informed accounts of religions and beliefs.  

They interpret sources and arguments, explaining the 

reasons that are used in different ways by different 

traditions to provide answers to ethical issues.  

They interpret the significance of different forms of 

religious, spiritual and moral expression.  

  

How is it 

covered? 

Autumn 

 Sikhism – Different ways Sikhs practice their 

religion and explain their opinions of why Sikhs seem 

to show different levels of commitment.  

 Christianity – different sources of Christmas story 

Spring 

 Sikhism – Sikh stories and why they are relevant to 

Sikhs and non Sikhs.  

 Christianity – Significance to Christians of Jesus’ 

being intended to die.  

Summer  

  

Autumn 

 Islam – ways Muslims show commitment to God. 

 Christianity – belief in virgin birth and assess 

significance of this. Evaluate different Christmas 

traditions and celebrations.  

Spring 

 Beliefs about eternity and different religious 

perspectives on this.  

 Examine influence of Christianity on the world and 

whether it is still a strong religion, comparing others and 

how they influence life across the world too.  

Summer  
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Engage with 

fundamental 

questions. 

Skills  

Pupils ask and suggest answers to, fundamental questions 

of identity, belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, values 

and commitments, relating them to their own and other’s 

lives and making clear connections between personal 

viewpoints and action.  

Pupils use reasoning and examples to explore the relationship 

between beliefs, teachings and world issues.  

 

They express insights into their own and others’ views on 

fundamental questions of identity and belonging, meaning, 

purpose and truth.  

How is it 

covered? 

Autumn 

 Children explain beliefs that are important to 

themselves and others.  

 ‘True’ can mean different things to different people.  

Spring  

 Important questions about whether Jesus knew he 

was going to be crucified, the events of Holy Week 

and Jesus’ purpose and destiny.  

 Did God intend Jesus to be crucified or was Jesus’ 

death a consequence of a list of events – children 

find evidence to support or not support this. 

Sumer  

 Give my opinion on what I think Sikhs should do to 

show commitment to God and express my views on 

this. 

 Explain that individuals choose to show different 

degrees of commitment to their religion and relate 

this to commitments I make in my own life.  

 

Autumn 

 Pupils learn to understand some ways Muslims show 

their beliefs.  

 Pupils look at the ways different Muslim practices 

enable them to show commitment to God and pact 

this has on their lives.  

 Pupils relate learning to commitments in their own 

lives.  

Spring 

 Investigate the importance of Eternity to Christians 

and how this impacts them.  

 Look at how pupils can have a positive influence on 

others and how their own belief systems support 

this.  

Summer 

 Pupils recognise and ask questions about right and 

wrong.  

 What motivates or influences pupils to lead a good 

life and compare with what motivates people of faith.  
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Reflect 

Skills  

 

Pupils can explain what inspires and influences them, 

expressing their own and others’ views on the 

opportunities and challenges of commitment in a diverse 

world.  

They can identify the consequences for themselves and 

for others of holding particular beliefs and values.   

Focusing on values and commitments, pupils consider their 

own responses to the opportunities and challenged of living in 

a diverse world whilst taking account of the views and 

experiences of others.  

 

They are able to talk about examples of religious 

cooperation, and why this is sometimes difficult.  

 

How is it 

Covered? 

Autumn 

 Children express their opinion on commitment and 

explain why religious opinions are important to 

individuals and what they may think about their 

beliefs. 

Spring/Summer 

 Children explain and express why commitment to 

something is a good thing. Children describe a 

gift/power/character attribute that they may have 

which may be useful to others.  

 Explain that individuals choose to show different 

degrees of commitment to their own religion and can 

relate to commitments in my own life.  

Autumn 

 Pupils express their own opinion on Muslim 

commitment to faith and relate this to commitments 

in their own lives.  

 Pupils compare different ways religious groups show 

commitments and impact on society 

 Pupils express own opinions on whether or not it is 

important to follow Christian beliefs in Christian 

celebrations.  

Spring 

 Pupils express their own opinion as to whether 

Christianity is a strong religion and give reasoned 

arguments.  

Summer 

 Reflect on own and other people’s attitudes towards 

Islam and challenge stereotyping.  

 


