
 

 

 

 

 

Verbal Communication with your child is key to developing their communication skills.  

Play, interaction, understanding and listening are key skills. These skills can be 

practised easily with your child each day. 

 

 
Play  

This is a really important 

part of children’s 

learning and development. 

 

It’s great if you can 

follow their lead and join 

in the fun. 

 

Have fun making 

a squiggly picture 

together. One 

of you draws a squiggly 

line and then the other 

person adds to it 

to turn it into a picture. 

The first person adds a 

bit more and so 

on until you are all happy 

with the picture. Talk 

about what you 

have created. 

 

 

 

Interaction 

Get your child to look at 

you carefully and then 

ask them to close their 

eyes. While they are not 

looking, change 

something about your 

appearance, like rolling up 

your sleeves, messing up 

your hair or putting on 

some glasses. Can they 

spot what is different? 

 

Play a game sharing ideas 

of favourite things. Ask 

your child what their 

favourites are and tell 

them yours.  

My favourite food is... 

•My favourite TV 

programme is...  

My favourite day is...  

Understanding  

Adults play an important 

role in answering the 

many questions children 

have and in checking out 

whether children 

understand. 

 

Tell riddles and see if 

your child can guess the 

answer:  

 It’s an animal, it 

has stripes, it’s 

black and white. 

 It’s a food, it’s 

round, it’s 

crunchy, it grows 

on trees, it 

begins with “a”. 

 

Think of a sentence for 

the following words, but 

replace the words with 

jabber jabber. Can your 

child guess the word? 

Hat = " you wear a jabber 

jabber on your head " 

Cook = "I like to jabber 

jabber my dinner"  

Swing = "the jabber 

jabber is my favourite 

thing in the park" 

Listening  

This is an essential skill 

for talking and learning. 

Everywhere we go there 

are different noises 

around us. Sometimes 

children need a bit of 

quiet time to help them 

tune into talking rather 

than the other noises 

going on around them. 

Adults need to show 

children the way – when 

we listen to children, 

they learn what to do in 

order to be good 

listeners. 

 

Give clues about 

different things that 

rhyme...there might be 

more than one right 

answer.  

 

 It’s a part of 

your body, it 

rhymes with bed  

 It’s something 

you eat, it 

rhymes with 

pyjamas  

 It’s something 

you ride in, it 

rhymes with 

throat It’s an 

animal, it rhymes 

with peep  

 It’s an insect, it 

rhymes with 

wider. 

Support your child’s 

communication 



Mrs Yates loves LEGO® 

Playing with LEGO® can develop a lot of different skills: 

 Team work, encourage children have to work together to achieve a completed 

model 

 Listening and following instructions from others. 

 Giving and following instructions containing a range of vocabulary and language structures, such as 

adjectives (e.g. the size and colour of pieces) and prepositions (e.g. ‘at the side of the spaceship’, 

‘behind the green square’) 

 Communicating clearly (e.g. at the right volume and speed, giving enough information), and ensuring 

others have understood. 

 

 

Guess the Object 

This is a fun game for kids to practice the power of description. Cut a hole in a box that is large 

enough for their hands. Make sure that they understand that they’re not allowed to peak into the 

hole. Place an object in the box. Have the child describe what the object feels like. Have the class 

take turns guessing what it might be. 

 

Cooking 

 

The kitchen offers many language opportunities. Here is a chance to encourage language development 

while you make something delicious to eat.  

Counting, weighing, and measuring are all part of a baking experience. 

Baking cookies with soft dough to roll and cut out is probably one of the best baking activities. After 

you have baked your cookies, you can get creative and decorate with icing and sprinkles. 

Finish off your ‘baker baker’ session with a tea party and share your cookies with the rest of the 

family.  

 

Picture Books 

Picture books and non-fiction books provide great opportunities for developing language. 

Many picture books relate to specific themes. Looking at a page about the farm, for example, teaches 

a variety of vocabulary related to farms. 

Find out what your child is interested in. Look out for different themes and encourage pointing to and 

saying the names of the pictures.  

Some picture books are puzzle books with hidden items in the pictures or spot-the-difference 

pictures. These picture books encourage observation skills as well as language stimulation. 

 


