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Reception 

 

At Pye Green, we recognise the significant impact a child’s early years has on their future. We aim 
to provide pupils with a safe and stimulating environment that will allow them to thrive. We will    
provide a purposeful and engaging curriculum that maps out progress, but also recognises that    
learning in the early years is not always neat and orderly and takes into account that pupils learn 
best in different ways.  

Getting to know our pupils and value them as individuals is at the heart of all that we do.  

Curriculum 

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the new 2020 guidance – ‘Statutory 
framework for the early years foundation stage Setting the standards for learning, development and 
care for children from birth to five (2020)’ 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and 
inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for 
igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form     
relationships and thrive.  

The prime areas are: 

 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, social and emotional development  

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

 

Alongside these areas of learning, sit the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ which focus on how 
children learn to learn, rather than what they learn. These characteristics weave through all the  
areas of learning tying them together. Staff recognise that nurturing these characteristics allows 
pupils to develop into confident learners who can cope with challenges and thrive when solving     
problems. These skills are transitional skills which will allow pupils to develop socially and emotionally, 
and become better communicators. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning - 

 playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and 
enjoy achievements  

 creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links be-
tween ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 

 



How we learn in Reception 

 

Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable them to develop and learn effectively 
across all areas of learning. Staff  take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of  
development of each child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable 
experience.   

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a 
mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities each day. Practitioners respond to each child’s emerging 
needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, positive interaction to move their 
learning forwards. Pupils are given opportunity to learn and explore their ideas both indoors and    
outdoors on a daily basis. 

As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more 
adult-led activities to help children prepare for more formal learning so that pupils are ready for 
Year 1. 

Phonics, Maths, PE, Music and PSHE are all taught through discrete sessions. 

 

Phonics 

Phonics is the way in which we teach our pupils to read and spell. We follow 
‘Read Write Inc’ phonics in school; sessions are purposeful, pacey and full of 
praise with a focus on teaching children to read and spell accurately and   
fluently. Some sounds are represented by one letter like the 't' in tin, whilst 
other sounds are represented by two or more letters like 'ck' in duck.  

Children are taught the sounds, how to match them to letters and finally how to use the letter sounds 
for reading and spelling. Pupils used their FRED talking skills to sound out and blend words and their 
sound fingers for spelling. This allows pupils to communicate through writing and to enjoy reading 
books independently. More information about phonics at Pye Green Academy can be found on our 
school website.  

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

A sound understanding of number is vital to future success as a Mathematician. We use lots of        
pictorial representations, models and  images to help pupils to understand the relationship of the   
numbers within 10 and to quickly subitise (recognise representations of numbers without counting 
them). Pupils use practical apparatus to help them to explore numbers and to learn how to add,      
subtract, double and halve amounts. Pupils have lots of opportunities to apply their thinking to solve 
problems. We use White Rose Maths and Power Maths resources to support our teaching in this area. 

Pupils will also have the chance to explore shape, space and measure in practical situations with a    
focus on developing an secure understanding of key language in these areas.  



Outdoors 

 

At Pye Green, we place high importance on the value of outdoor learning in Early Years. Pupils in      
Reception are given the opportunity to apply and develop their learning outside every day - come rain 
or shine! Outdoor learning stimulates the brain, can help to raise self-esteem and enjoyment and    
allows pupils to explore and express themselves in different ways.  

Activities are often linked with the focus text for the week but are also designed with flexibility in 
mind to follow the pupil’s interests. Outdoor learning provides a great context for problem solving and    
collaborative learning and lots of open-ended resources are used to encourage creativity and curiosity.  

Our outdoor environment allows pupils to develop their skills across the curriculum from                 
Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design to Literacy and Maths. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 I love using the kitchen. 

You can practise cooking 
and measuring things so 
you can help cook at 
home! 

I’m really good on the 
climbing frame now. I can 
go over and under and 
hang like a sloth! 



Every week, our planning is linked to a focus text to motivate and engage pupils and to enable 
them to get lost in their learning. 

Specific details about the knowledge and understanding of each section below can be found 
on our website. 

Autumn 1 

I Wonder What’s Special  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will focus on settling in to Reception, building friendships, developing resilience and     
celebrating what makes us special as individuals and a class. We will explore our bodies, name 

key body parts and learn how our skeletons can help us. We will also explore our local area  
including the houses in and around Hednesford before looking at the wonderful woodlands on 

our doorstep - Cannock Chase! 

 

Autumn 2  

I Wonder How the World is Filled With Colour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Autumn 2, we will explore celebrations and special events - Diwali, Bonfire Night,           
Remembrance Day, Christmas. We will look at why groups of people celebrate these special 
events and how they do so. We will explore colouring mixing and the colours in our                
environment during the change of the seasons from Autumn to Winter. We will also explore 
how eating a colourful diet rich in fruits and vegetables can help us to be healthy. 

Spring 

Coming soon... 


