Pye Green Academy
Special Educational Needs
‘Information Report’ (January 2021)
We believe in making our children world-class learners,
developing in them a confidence and thirst for knowledge,
enabling them to realise their talents and create their future.
Type of School

Mainstream

Primary with a Nursery

52
Nursery places.
420 Academy places.

Admission to Nursery made via the
school.
Admission to school made via the Local
Educational Authority.

Pye Green Academy is part of the University of Wolverhampton Multi Academy
Trust (UWMAT).
We are a friendly and caring community within which children and adults work hard,
have fun and are supported to fulfil their potential.
Our Academy is a place where we all want to be, where mutual respect, a zest for
life, and a desire to learn come together to make Pye Green Academy a great team
to be part of. We are committed to providing a wide range of opportunities to
inspire children, whatever their interests or talents. Children, teachers, and
parents are enthused by our innovative curriculum which is challenging, diverse and
exciting. We make learning fun and relevant and have firmly embedded learning
opportunities outside the classroom environment to add to the children’s
experiences.
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Visitors often comment on our friendly and happy environment. We believe that we
know every child as an individual, and place great importance on the strong and
positive relationships with our parents and carers.
At Pye Green Academy we educate our children for
the future, enabling them to develop as confident,
independent, well-balanced individuals who care
about their community and the wider world, and
want to look after it. Children in our care learn how
to be flexible and adaptable learners, as well as
developing excellent communication and computing
skills.
All prospective parents and their children are warmly invited to visit to meet staff
and pupils and see for themselves the warm environment that we have created.
UWMAT also reinforce our values and this is evident in their SEND offer.
“We believe that every pupil within our Trust of schools is important to us.
UWMAT is committed to supporting all pupils to achieve their potential. Our staff
work hard to expand their individual requirements by developing approaches to
ensure that the learning needs of all pupils are met.
All members of UWMAT make provision for those pupils with additional needs to
ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific obstacles, make the best
possible progress in school. The range of support deployed will be tailored to
individual need following assessments and provided from the resources offered by
the Local Offer from each school in the Trust.
All schools within the Trust are supported to be as inclusive as possible so that
pupils can grow and learn with their peers. They work with parents, carers, wider
families, professionals and outside agencies to determine the most appropriate
provision for pupils with disabilities and additional needs in all aspects of Academy
life.”
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As a school, we are fully compliant with ‘The Equality Act 2010 /SEND Code of
Practice’ and we are committed to supporting children with a range of differing
needs. These may include: -

1. Communication and Interaction – children who have speech, language and
communication needs and have difficulty in communicating with others. This
may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding
what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of
communication.
2. Cognition and Learning – support for those pupils learning at a slower rate
than their peers even when they are supported or work is differentiated for
them.
3. Social, emotional or mental health difficulties – these difficulties may
manifest themselves in many ways including becoming isolated or through
challenging and disruptive behaviour.
4. Sensory or Physical Needs – some children require special provision
because of a specific disability including visual, hearing and physical needs.

Our SEND profile for 2019/2020 shows that we have 17% of children within
school identified as having SEND, of which 2% of those have an Education
Health and Care Plan
Pye Green Academy SEND Pupil Needs
Cognition and Communication
Social,
Sensory and
ASD
Learning
and
emotional and
or physical
Interaction
mental health
43%
26%
14%
8%
9%
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Question

What should I do if I am
concerned that my child may
have special educational
needs?

Who I can approach

Pye Green Academy Teaching
Staff

If you would like to discuss
your child’s needs with their
class teacher, please make
an appointment either with
the class teacher themselves
or via the main office
01543 227175
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Summary of
responsibilities
Class Teachers are
responsible for



Ensuring that all
children have
access to good
or outstanding
classroom
teaching and
that the
curriculum is
adapted to meet
your child’s
individual needs
(also known as
differentiation).



Checking on the
progress of your
child through
monitoring and
assessment.
Planning for and
delivering any
additional help
your child may
need (this could
be things like
targeted work,
additional
support,
adapting or
varying
resources) and
discussing
amendments
made with the

class teacher
and SENCO as
necessary.

The Special Educational Needs
Co-ordinator (SENCo)
(Mrs Yates)
can be contacted via the school
office or via email
syates@pyegreen.uwmat.co.uk

5



Writing
Individual
Learning Plans
(ILPs), sharing
and reviewing
these with
parents once
each term,
usually at
Parents’ Evening
in November
and March.



Ensuring that all
members of
staff working
with your child
are aware of
their individual
needs and/or
conditions and
what specific
adjustments
need to be
considered to
enable them to
be included and
make progress.



Ensuring that all
members of
staff working
with your child
are supported in
delivering the
planned work
and/ or
individual
programmes for

your child. This
may involve the
use of additional
adults, outside
specialist help
and specially
planned learning
tasks and
resources.


Ensuring that
the school’s
Special Needs
Policy is
followed in their
classroom and
for all the pupils
they teach with
any SEN and/ or
disabilities

Mrs Yates is
responsible for

The Deputy Headteacher (Mrs
Yates ) can be contacted via the
main school office.

Our Governor for Special Needs
(Gina Russell) can be contacted
via the school SENCO or via
emailing
enquiries@pyegreen.uwmat.co.uk
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Overseeing the
day-to-day
operation of the
school’s Special
Educational
Needs policy.



Co-ordinating
provision for
children with
special needs..



Liaising with and
advising fellow
teachers.



Overseeing the
records of all
children with
special needs.
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Liaising with
parents of
children with
special needs.



Contributing to
the in-service
training of staff.



Liaising with
local high schools
so that support
is provided for
Y6 pupils as they
prepare to
transfer.



Liaising with
external
agencies
including the
LEA’s support
and educational
psychology
services, health
and social
services and
voluntary bodies.



Liaising with
UWMAT support
services as
necessary.



Co-ordinating
and developing
school based
strategies for
the
identification
and review of
children with
special needs.



Making regular
visits to
classrooms to
monitor the
progress of
children on the
special needs
register.



To oversee the
school’s
maintenance of
its Dyslexia
Friendly Status,
ensuring that
appropriate
strategies are
employed
throughout the
school and that
staff training is
kept up to date.

Mrs
Yates
responsible for
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is



Ensuring that
your child’s
needs are met.
She will ensure
that the
Governing Body
are kept up to
date about any
issues in the
school relating
to special needs.



Making sure
that the school
has an up to
date Special
Needs Policy

Mrs
Russell
responsible for
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is



Holding the
school
accountable for
provision made
for all pupils
with SEND.



Meeting
regularly with
Mrs Yates and
other members
of the senior
leadership team
to discuss
special needs
provision within
school and
progress of
pupils with
special needs.

Children at Pye Green Academy will get support that is specific to
their individual needs. This may be provided by the class teacher
or may involve other staff in the school, from UWMAT or the local
education authority/outside agencies.
My questions ….

Type of support

What would this mean for my child?

How will Pye Green Academy
support my child?

Teacher

The teacher will have the highest
possible expectations for your child
and all pupils in their class. Quality
teaching and differentiation is
central to all our teaching and is
closely monitored by subject leaders
and senior staff through:
- classroom observations
- ongoing assessment of progress
- work sampling
- planning scrutiny
- teacher/SENCO meetings
- whole school progress tracking
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-

Moderation sessions both within
school and across schools

For pupils with SEND but without a
statement or Education Health and
Care plan (EHCP), the decision
regarding the support required will
be taken at joint meetings with the
SENCO, class teacher and parent.
Pupils with a disability will be
provided with ‘reasonable
adjustments’ to increase their access
to the taught curriculum.
All teaching is based on what your
child already knows, can do and can
understand.

Targets are set for all pupils in line
with age related expectations and
these are discussed with parents at
parent’s evenings. A whole school
tracking system is used to monitor
pupil’s progress.
Pupils who are failing to make
expected progress are identified
very quickly and are discussed at
termly meetings with class teachers,
subject leaders and the senior
management team.
Leaders of Learning
Nursery, Reception and Y1 = Miss
Fitzpatrick
Y2,3 and 4 = Miss Beere
Y5 and 6 = Miss Edkins

Your child will experience different
ways of teaching to enable him/her
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to be fully involved in their learning.
This may involve using more practical
learning or by providing different
resources suitable for your child
The teacher will use specific
strategies which may be suggested
by the SENCO or staff from outside
agencies to enable your child to
access the learning task.

Your child’s teacher will carefully
monitor your child’s progress and
discuss any concerns with the
SENCO and senior leaders.
Any gaps in your child’s
understanding/ learning will be
identified and your child’s teacher
will plan group sessions for them with
targets to help your child to make
progress. The process of assess,
plan, do, review will be followed.
If review of the action taken
indicates that “additional to and
different from” support will be
required, then the views of all
involved including the parents and
the pupil will be obtained and
appropriate evidence-based
interventions identified, recorded
and implemented by the
class/subject teacher with advice
from the SENCO.
Parents will be informed by the
SENCO that the school considers
their child may require SEN support.
Their partnership will be sought to
improve attainment.
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The SENCO will oversee the
curriculum
delivery and monitor the progress of
children with SEND. She will
suggest interventions and ways to
modify the curriculum and ask advice
from other professionals if
necessary.

Outside support
from external
professional
such as speech
and language,
autism
outreach,
learning
support, school
nurse,
educational
psychologists
etc.

If your child has been identified as
needing more specialist input instead
of, or in addition to, good and
outstanding class room teaching and
intervention groups, referrals may
be made by the SENCO to outside
agencies with your prior knowledge
and consent. These could include:
_UWMAT Professionals
-Special Educational Needs Support Service
(SENSS)
-Behaviour Support Service
-Dyslexia Centres
-Autism Outreach Team
-Hearing Impairment team Visual Impairment
team
-Speech and Language
- Early Years Forum
-Young Carers
- Family Support – Sickle Cell
-Educational Psychologist Service
-Educational Welfare Officers
- Play Therapist : Danielle Jones
-Physical and disability support service
-Social Services
-School Nurse
-CAMHS (Child & Adolescent Mental Health
Service)
- Malachi – counselling service

The specialist will work with your
child and child’s teacher to better
understand their needs and make
recommendations which will be
implemented by the school through
the child’s Individual Learning Plan.
The school organise several parent
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What systems are in place to
support my child?

Parents

workshops during the year. These
are advertised in the school
newsletter, noticeboard in the
entrance hall and on our website and
aim to provide useful opportunities
for parents to learn more about the
curriculum that is being offered to
your child.

All pupils are
fully involved in
the target
setting process
and have
profiles
completed with
them.

All target setting for pupils with
additional needs starts with the
completion of a one page profile.
This document is written with pupils
and allows them to say what is
important to them, what support
they would like and how people can
best support them. As parents, you
will be asked if you would like to
contribute this.
Following on from the ‘one page
profile’ SEND support will be
recorded on a plan that will identify
a clear set of expected outcomes,
which will include stretching and
relevant academic and developmental
targets.

Progress towards these outcomes
will be tracked and reviewed termly
with the parents and the pupil.

An Individual
Learning Plan
written each
term by the
class teacher
14

Your child will receive between 2-4
specific (individual targets) that are
different to the rest of the class.
These will focus on your child’s
identified need and will be carefully

and SENCO
with input from
both pupil and
parents.

monitored.
They will focus on:







The teaching strategies to
be used.
The provision to be put in
place.
How the targets will help
the child in their learning
What they are responsible
for
How the child can be
successful
The review date.

The child’s views will be sought and
considered, as will those of the
parents, whose support is vital if
progress is to be achieved and
maintained.
As parents, you will be required to sign
these targets and agree to support
your child at home with the ways
suggested. You will be invited to
comment on the targets either by
writing your own comments or having
the teacher scribe them for you.

How can the curriculum be
adapted to meet the needs of
my child?

Class Teacher

Class Teachers plan lessons
according to the specific needs of all
groups of children in their class and
will ensure that learning tasks are
adjusted in order to enable your
child to access their learning as
independently as possible.
Specially trained support staff can
adapt the teacher’s planning to
support the needs of your child
where necessary.
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Specific resources and strategies
will be used to support your child
individually and in groups.
Planning will be adapted daily if
needed to meet your child’s learning
needs.

How will the school measure my
child’s progress?

Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her
class teacher through observation, assessment and
review. His/her progress is reviewed formally every half
term against age related expectations. As a school, we
also use standardised scores to track progress.
If your child is in Year 1 and above but is considerably
below age related expectations, then a more sensitive
assessment tool (Pre Key Stage Standards) is used
which shows their progress in more detail through
smaller but significant steps.
At the end of reception, class teachers use the
evidence they have gathered to make judgements of
each pupil’s attainment.
At the end of year 2 and year 6 all children are
required to be formally assessed using Standard
Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the
government requires all schools to do and the results
are published nationally.
The SENCO will monitor the progress of all children
who are involved in individual or group interventions and
work with staff to plan next steps and targets for
these children.
If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan,
detailed records of their learning and the progress they
are making towards their targets will be kept. These
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records are shared between class teachers and teaching
assistants and are monitored by the SENCO.
The progress your child is making will be shared with
you at parent’s evenings, via their termly reviews and at
their annual review.
You will receive a full report of your child’s
achievements at the end of each academic year.

How could the school support my Within school we have access to some resources
child’s mental health and my
detailed below. If you feel that any of these would be
family?
of benefit to your child and family, please contact
Mrs Yates.
School Nurse Referral
Behaviour Direct Workshops/Support
Malachi – counselling service
Mentoring Programme for pupils
Early Help Assessments and referral to the Local Support Team
Contact with Local PCSOs
Play therapy
Letters to support doctor’s referrals
Completion of a Family Star and My Start document (to identify
difficulties)
Dragon Mental Health Workshops
Barnados referrals
CAMHS referrals
Family support via Sickle Cell

What training do staff
supporting children and young
people with SEND undertake?

In the last two years’ school staff, have received a
range of training at three levels; awareness, enhanced
and specialist.
Awareness training has been provided to all staff on:
- How to support pupils with a diagnosis of dyslexia
- Safeguarding Children
- Attachment Awareness
- Emotion Coaching
- Bereavement Training
- Becoming Trauma Informed
- Screen Addiction Awareness
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-

Emotion Coaching
Dealing with medical conditions with children
How to support pupils on the autistic spectrum
Brain friendly learning and how children learn
How to implement the expectations of the New
Code of Practice in their classrooms
Speech, language and communication needs.
Achieving Dyslexia Friendly Classrooms
Understanding working memory
Understanding Children’s Needs and dealing with
children who have experienced trauma
Writing behaviour plans

In the past, some staff have worked with local special
schools to look at their learning environment and
techniques used there.
Enhanced training has been provided for some staff on:
-

Maths provision for learners
How to support pupils with behavioural difficulties
How to support pupils with speech, language and
communication difficulties.
Sentence smashers.
TURNABOUT
Supporting children with reading difficulties
Physical Restraint Training

Specialist training has been provided to the SENCO
through:
-

The SEN Coordination award
Attendance at the termly SENCo Update
SENCO network events with local schools and also
UWMAT schools

The school has regular visits from specialist teachers
and the Educational Psycholgist who provide advice to
staff to support the success and progress of individual
pupils
The NHS Speech Language Therapist visits termly to
assess and plan support for targeted pupils. This is
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then delivered by a trained TA.

Please note some of these services are severely
affected during National Lockdowns.
What else can the Local
Authority provide?

For a very small percentage of pupils, whose needs are
significant and complex and the special educational
provision required to meet their needs cannot
reasonably be provided from within the school’s own
resources, a request will be made to the local authority
to assess education, health and care needs. This may
result in an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan being
provided.
The progress of children with a statement or EHC Plan
is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults
involved with the child’s education.

At Pye Green Academy we are an inclusive school; we welcome and
celebrate diversity. All staff believe that children having high
self-esteem is crucial to a child’s well-being. We have a caring,
understanding team looking after your children.

My questions ….

What would this mean for my child?

Who is
responsible for
my child’s care?

The class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and
social care of every child in their class, therefore this would be the
parents’ first point of contact.
If further support is required, the class teacher liaises with the SENCo
for further advice and support. This may involve working alongside
outside agencies such as Health and Social Services, and/or the
Behaviour Support Team.
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How does the
school monitor
administration
of medicines?

Pupils with medical needs will be provided with a detailed Care Plan,
compiled by the school in partnership with parents and if appropriate,
the pupil themselves. Staff who administer medicine for diabetes
complete training and are signed off by the school nurse as competent.
All medicine administration procedures adhere to the LA policy and DfE
guidelines included within Supporting pupils at school with medical
conditions (DfE) 2014.
The school has a policy regarding the administration and managing of
medicines which is available on the school website.

All parents at the beginning of each academic year are sent an
administration of medicines request form along with an individual care
plan. These must be completed by parents/guardian, signed and returned
to school. We legally cannot administer any medication without these
forms being signed by both the parents/guardian and with the
agreement of the school. Each request is dealt with individually and
advice from the school nurse may well be sort in complex cases. These
are reviewed annually or more frequently in case of need.
As a staff, we have regular training and updates of conditions and
medication affecting individual children so that all staff can manage
medical situations.
Any medications must be taken to the school office and forms
completed if they are to administered in school.

What support is
there for
behaviour in
school?

It is a primary aim of our school that every member of the school
community feels valued and respected, and that each person is treated
fairly and well. We are a caring community, whose values are built on
mutual trust and respect for all.
Good behaviour is expected and is frequently acknowledged by all staff
through verbal feedback.
Dealing with inappropriate behaviour
We acknowledge that there may be times when children do misbehave
and we deal with incidents by following the school behaviour policy
(available on the school website).
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Pye Green Valley Academy is a Rights Respecting School and with every
right comes a responsibility. If a child does not show the expected
behaviour against one of their rights, then our cascade model approach
to dealing with inappropriate behaviour comes into effect. It involves
dealing with disruptive and rule breaking behaviour in a’ stepwise’
approach, from the least to the most intrusive.

It is important that children know what will happen to them if they
choose to misbehave and that the consequences are applied consistently
and fairly. The primary message to communicate is: You Own Your Own
Behaviour.’ As a school, we also run courses for parents delivered by
Sickle Cell Family Support.

How will my child
be included in
activities
outside the
classroom?

All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim
for all children to be included on school trips. We will provide the
necessary support to ensure that this is successful.
A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off-site activity to ensure
everyone’s health & safety will not be compromised. In the unlikely event
that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an activity, then
alternative activities which will cover the same curriculum areas will be
provided in school.

Several strategies are in place to enable effective pupil’s transition.
How will the
These include:
school prepare
and support my
On entry
child when
joining the
- A planned programme of visits is provided in the summer term for
school and
pupils starting in September.
transferring to a
- Parent/carers are invited to a meeting at the school and are
new school?
provided with a range of information to support them in enabling
their child to settle into the school routine.
- The SENCO meets with all new parents of pupils who are known to
have SEND to allow concerns to be raised and solutions to any
perceived challenges to be located prior to entry.
- Pupils transferring from another school, the previous school records
will be requested immediately and a meeting will be set up with
parents to identify and reduce any concerns.
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Transition to the next school
-

-

-

-

-

How are the
school’s
resources
allocated and
matched to
children’s SEN
needs?

The transition programme in place for pupils in Y6 provides several
opportunities for pupils and parents to meet staff in the new school.
These opportunities are further enhanced for pupils with SEN
through additional visits and transition units of work.
The annual review in Y5 for pupils with a statement of educational
need or an Education, Health and Care plan begins the process where
parents are supported to make decisions regarding secondary school
choice.
Parents will be encouraged to consider options for the next phase of
education and the school will involve outside agencies, as
appropriate, to ensure information is comprehensive but accessible.
Parents will be enabled to consider options for the next phase of
education and may like to take advantage of the support offered by
the independent Staffordshire School Choice. Information on this
service is located on the Staffordshire website at
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/schoolsandcolleges/admi
ssions/schoolchoice/homepage.aspx
Accompanied visits to other providers may be arranged as
appropriate.
For pupils transferring to local schools, the SENCOs of both schools
will meet to discuss the needs of pupils with SEND in order to
ensure a smooth transition.

We ensure that all children who have Special Educational needs are met
to the best of the school’s ability with the funds available.
The budget is allocated on a needs basis. The Children who have the
most complex needs are given the most support often involving an LSA.
In addition, for those pupils with the most complex needs, the school
may apply for Additional Educational Needs funding. This funding, if
successful may then be used to provide the equipment and facilities to
support pupils with special educational needs and disabilities through for
example:
-

In-class support from teaching assistants
Small group support from teaching assistants e.g. nurture groups,
literacy and numeracy support
Specialist support from teachers e.g. 1:1 tuition
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-

How accessible
is the school
environment?

Bought in support from external agencies e.g. access arrangement
assessment, speech and language support.
Parent workshops
Provision of specialist resources e.g. assessment software
CPD relating to SEND for staff

Our Accessibility Plan that describes the actions the school has taken to
increase access to the environment, the curriculum and to printed
information is available via the school website.
The school is on one level and has no steps. It is therefore accessible to
all.
School ensures that children with specific physical needs are
accommodated within the seating of the classroom using specialist
equipment if necessary. We ensure that children with poor fine motor
control have access to specific pencil grips, pencils, pens, scissors and
sloping desks when appropriate and as directed by OT.
Individual work stations are provided for children under the guidance of
outside agencies.

Hopefully this document has been useful in answering any questions about
what Pye Green Academy can provide both you and your child.
If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact us on 01543 227175.
Please note that a copy of the school comments/complaint procedure can be found in the
entrance hall and on the school website.
As a school, we operate an ‘open door’ policy and appreciate parents speaking to us if they
have any concerns.
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If you would prefer to put your thoughts in writing you can email the school office or the
Acting Headteacher/SENCO, Mrs Sarah Yates at the addresses below.
syates@pyegreen.uwmat.co.uk
enquiries@pyegreen.uwmat.co.uk

Further support services for parents of pupils with SEND include:
SEND Assessment and Planning telephone contact number 0300 111 8007
For the Staffordshire Local Offer please follow the Staffordshire Marketplace web
address link below.
http://helpyourself.staffordshirecares.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/home.page
Staffordshire Cares Web address http://www.staffordshirecares.info/Home.aspx
Parent Partnership
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spp
s/home.aspx
If you have a general enquiry, would like to speak to one of the team or a parent wanting
to request information and support please telephone 01785 356921 during office hours.
Alternatively email on spps@staffordshire.gov.uk
Parents In The Know newsletters
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/SpecialEducationalNeeds/spp
s/newsletter/newsletters.aspx
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