
Year 2 Music Coverage 

 

‘As Musicians we express ourselves and appreciate the work of others so that we can compose, practise and perform with enjoyment.’ 

Charanga Music 

Scheme Units 

Autumn 1 

Hands, Feet, Heart 

 

 

Autumn 2 

Ho Ho Ho 

Spring 1 

I wanna play in a 

band 

Spring 2 

Zootime 

Summer 1 

Friendship Song 

Summer 2 

Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

National Curriculum 

 

 

 

Pupils should be taught: to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. Play tuned and 

untuned instruments musically. Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. Experiment 

with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

Subject Focus ‘Hands, Feet, 

Heart’ is a unit based 

around a celebration 

of South African 

Music. The material 

presents an 

integrated approach 

to music where 

games, the 

dimensions of music 

(pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

duration, timbre), 

singing and playing 

instruments are all 

linked. As well as 

learning to sing, play, 

improvise and 

compose with this 

song, children will 

listen and appraise 

different styles of 

South African music. 

All the learning is 

focused around one 

song: Ho Ho Ho - a 

Christmas song 

containing rapping 

and an improvised 

section. You will 

Listen & Appraise 

other styles of 

music (Pop, Funk, Big 

Band) and continue 

to embed the 

interrelated 

dimensions of music 

through games, 

singing and playing. 

In the song ‘I wanna 

Play in a Band’ 

children learn about 

singing and playing 

together in an 

ensemble, 

recognising the 

instruments of the 

rock band. As well as 

warming up their 

voices, learning to 

sing, play, improvise 

and compose with 

the unit song, 

children will listen to 

and appraise classic 

Rock songs. 

All the learning is 

focused around the 

music of Reggae. It 

has an ‘animals’ 

theme. Children 

listen to a selection 

of Reggae songs, 

internalise its ‘sound’ 

and learn the 

instruments typically 

used. They improvise 

using two notes 

(glockenspiel or 

recorder) and then 

write a composition 

to be used within the 

final performance.  

This unit explores a 

range of ‘Pop’ music 

from the 1960s 

onwards – each song 

is related to the 

theme of ‘Friendship’. 

Children appraise 

each song, finding the 

pulse using 

imaginative dance 

moves and examining 

the structure. They 

improvise and /or 

compose using 2 and 3 

notes.    

This unit revises 

and refines all skills 

from previous Year 

2 units – 

encouraging 

children to change / 

improve previously 

written down 

compositions and 

add new ideas to a 

performance. It 

also provides 

further teaching of 

‘Classical’ music (as 

opposed to popular 

or folk music) and 

works on building an 

understanding of 

the historical canon.  



Year 2 Music Coverage 

 

Fab Five 

 

 

1. Pulse and rhythm are different: a pulse is 

steady, a rhythm uses fast and slow notes. 

2. People in all parts of the world create and 

play their own music.  

3. A ‘rap’ means speaking rhythmically over 

the music.  

4. ‘Unison’ means everybody singing or 

playing the same thing.  

5. A performance can be a special occasion, 

involving audience members that you already 

know.  

  

1. A rock band typically has a lead guitar, a 

bass guitar, drum kit, a singer or singers and 

sometimes a keyboard. 

2. Reggae first came from an island called 

Jamaica.   

3. Reggae and Rock are styles that have a 

strong pulse.  

4. It is important to warm up your voice 

before you sing. 

5. We warm up our voices to increase the 

blood flow (warmth) to the mouth, throat 

and lungs.  

1. Pop songs tend to alternate verses and 

choruses.  

2. Each verse has the same melody but 

different lyrics. The chorus has the same 

melody and lyrics. 

3. There are different musical time periods. 

Each time period has a name and the names 

are different from ‘normal’ historical time 

periods.  

4. You can guess the time period of a piece 

of music by listening to it carefully.  

5. Some music is written to tell a story or 

describe an idea.  

Unit specific 

vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Keyboard, drums, 

bass, electric 

guitars, saxophone, 

trumpet, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

improvise, compose, 

perform, audience, 

question and answer, 

melody, dynamics, 

tempo. 

Keyboard, bass, 

guitar, percussion, 

trumpets, 

saxophones, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

perform, occasion, 

unison, audience, rap, 

improvise, dynamics, 

tempo. 

Keyboard, drums, 

bass, electric guitar, 

Rock, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, improvise, 

compose, perform, 

audience, melody, 

dynamics, tempo. 

Keyboard, drums, 

bass, electric guitar, 

Reggae, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

improvise, compose, 

perform, audience, 

melody, dynamics, 

tempo. 

Keyboard, drums, 

bass, glockenspiel, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

improvise, compose, 

perform, audience, 

melody, dynamics, 

tempo, verse, 

chorus, lyrics. 

Classical, musician, 

composer, time 

period, mood, style, 

Early music, Baroque, 

Romantic, 20th 

Century, 

Contemporary 

 


