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‘As Musicians we express ourselves and appreciate the work of others so that we can compose, practise and perform with enjoyment.’ 

Charanga Music 

Scheme Units 

Autumn 1 

Mamma Mia 

 

Autumn 2 

Glockenspiel Stage 2 

Spring 1 

Stop! 

Spring 2 

Lean on Me 

Summer 1 

Blackbird 

Summer 2 

Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

National Curriculum 

 

 

 

Pupils should be taught: to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. To improvise and compose music for a range 

of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. To listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. To appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. To use and understand staff and other musical 

notations.  

As previous units 

plus: 

To develop an 

understanding of 

the history of music 

Subject Focus The Unit is centred 

around the song 

‘Mamma Mia’ and the 

band Abba. Children 

find the internal 

pulse, work out the 

instrumentation and 

structure of the 

piece, sing in unison, 

copy back rhythms 

and melodies and 

improvise / compose 

sections of their 

final performance.  

Children revise the 

5 note tunes they 

learnt in 

‘Glockenspiel 1’ and 

learn to play / read 

new 5 note tunes (C, 

D, E, F, G) that 

contain more 

complex rhythm 

patterns. They 

experience 

composition using 

these 5 familiar 

pitches.  

Children explore 

‘Grime’ song ‘Stop!’ 

examining the 

structure and 

discussing how the 

digital sounds are 

created. Children 

sing and rap in unison 

and parts and create 

lyrics based on 

bullying (or other 

pertinent topic) to 

be rapped within the 

song.  

Pupils listen to a 

range of Gospel 

music, finding the 

internal pulse and 

discussing structure 

and instrumentation. 

They sing in unison, 

copy back rhythms 

and melodies and 

improvise / compose 

sections of their 

final performance.   

This unit is centred 

around the work of 

the Beatles and the 

themes of equality 

and civil rights. Pupils 

work out the theme 

of each song and the 

story or message 

conveyed by the 

lyrics. They sing in 

unison, copy back 

rhythms and melodies 

and improvise / 

compose sections of 

their final 

performance.   

Pupils listen to and 

appraise a piece of 

music from each 

time period and 

learn ‘fast facts’ 

about each, deciding 

where on the 

‘history of music’ 

grid it should be 

placed. Children also 

re-visit songs and 

music explored 

earlier in the year, 

re-appraise and 

perform, adding to 

and improving 

compositional 

sections.     

 

Fab Five 

 

 

1. A musical bridge is also called the ‘middle 

8’. It is a contrasting section which leads 

back to the main material.   

1. ‘Grime’ music is a contemporary electronic 

dance style originated in the UK, based on a 

mixture of Jungle, Hip Hop and Dancehall.  

1. Music is written for variety of reasons – 

to convey a political message, sway popular 

opinion?   
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2. Keyboard sounds can imitate a range of 

non-electric instruments – some better than 

others! 

3. ‘Keeping he internal pulse’ is an important 

musical skill. It means having ‘the feel of’ 

the beat without having to clap or tap – a bit 

like silent reading.     

4. A quaver lasts for half a beat. 1 quaver 

has a ‘tail’ on top of its stem while a pair of 

quavers have tails that join together.  

5. A semibreve has no stem and lasts for 4 

beats.    

  

2. Turntables (typically 2) are used by DJs 

to manipulate sounds and create new music, 

sound effects, mixes and other creative 

sounds and beats.  

3. Gospel music is religious music of the 

Christian faith usually sung with a rich 

harmony and often with a ‘call and response’ 

structure. 

4. Texture can be thick or thin. A solo 

singer creates a thinner texture than a 

large group.  

5. Musicians copy ideas they have heard 

elsewhere e.g. you can use riffs heard within 

the ‘Challenges’ in your improvisations or 

compositions.   

2. The Beatles were a four-piece pop band 

of the 1960s from Liverpool and one of the 

most famous bands of all time.  

3. The song ‘Blackbird’ was written in 

support of the civil rights movement and 

anti-racism. 

4. George Gershwin was a 20th Century 

American composer who managed to combine 

Classical and Jazz styles together. He wrote 

‘Rhapsody in Blue’.   

5. ‘Minimalism’ is a late 20th Century style. It 

involves repetition of a simple music idea. 

Philip Glass was one composer who wrote in 

this style.    

Unit specific 

vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Keyboard, electric 

guitar, bass, drums, 

improvise, compose, 

melody, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture, structure, 

compose, improvise, 

hook, riff, melody, 

solo, pentatonic 

scale, unison, intro, 

bridge, imitate 

Rhythm patterns, 

compose, melody, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture, structure, 

note names C-G. 

Introduction, verse, 

chorus, bass, drums, 

electric guitar, 

keyboard, organ, 

backing vocals, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture (thick, thin, 

layers of sound), 

structure, compose, 

improvise, hook, riff, 

melody, Grime. 

Musical style, 

Gospel, call and 

response, rapping, 

lyrics, choreography, 

digital/electronic 

sounds, turntables, 

synthesizers, drums, 

unison, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

texture structure, 

outro, compose, 

improvise, hook, riff, 

melody, solo. 

Unison, by ear, 

notation, improvise, 

melody, pitch, 

rhythm, pulse, 

composition, backing 

vocal, piano, bass, 

drums, organ, tempo, 

dynamics, texture, 

structure, compose, 

hook, riff, melody, 

solo, theme, names of 

instruments played by 

others in class. 

Time period, Early 

Music, estampie, 

Renaissance, 

Baroque, oratorio, 

Classical, sonata, 

Romantic, opera, 

20th Century, Jazz, 

Swing, 

Contemporary, 

Minimalism, 

ostinato, radical, 

musical boundaries.  

 


