
Year 5 History Coverage 

‘As Historians we learn from the past so we can understand changes over time and how this impacts our lives.’ 

Unit: To Infinity and Beyond Mother Natures Recipes A Force to be Reckoned With  

National 

Curriculum  

Pupils should be taught about a study of an 

aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Pupils should be taught about a non-European 

society that provides contrasts with British 

History. 

 

Pupils should be taught about The Roman 

Empire and its impact on Britain. 

Subject 

Focus 

In this unit, we will be learning about Robert 

Falcon Scott’s life and his expedition and 

Timothy Nigel Peake’s life and achievements. 

We will also learn about the Roman God of Love. 

 

In this unit, we will explore Ancient Mayan 

civilisations. We will learn about Mayan animals, 

clothes, food and social structures. We will also 

learn about the Chichen Itza. 

In this unit, we will learn about Pompeii. We will 

be exploring what happened in Pompeii and the 

impact the Mount Vesuvius eruption caused. We 

will also be exploring Roman Gods and myths. 

Top Ten / 

Fab Five 

1. Robert Falcon Scott was known as Scott of 

the Antarctic. 

2. Robert Falcon Scott died of frostbite and 

starvation. 

3. Timothy Peake was the first publicly 

funded, British astronaut. 

4. Venus was named after the Roman God of 

Love. 

5. Earnest Shackleton was part of a group who 

walked further south than any other 

expeditioners. 

6. Earnest Shackleton’s ships got trapped and 

crushed by ice. 

1. The Maya included highland and 

lowland settlements and a variety 

of climate zones, including rainforest.  

2. Crops grown in the lowlands 

were traded for mineral ores and rocks 

from the mountainous areas. 

3. The Maya used stone tools to carve the 

limestone that they used for their 

buildings. 

4. Building materials were transported by 

human porters or canoes. 

5. Maya religion included human sacrifices and 

blood-letting rituals.  

6. The Maya believed in an afterlife and that 

those who were sacrificed, as well as those 

killed in war and women who died in 

childbirth, went to ‘the place of misty sky’. 

7. Maya society was formed of a number 

of city states each with their own ruler. 

1. The eruption happened the day after the 

religious festival of Vulcan, who was the 

Roman god of fire. 

2. The city of Pompeii today is a tourist site. 

3. No-one tried to re-build Pompeii after the 

eruption, as was usual after a natural 

disaster, because the city had been buried 

in over 14 feet of ash and the damage was 

too great. 

7. The people of Pompeii didn’t know what a 

volcano was. 

8. Pompeii was rediscovered in 1748 when 

builders were constructing a palace for King 

Charles III. 

9. Mount Vesuvius is thought to be one of the 

most dangerous volcanoes in the world and 

is the only active volcano on the mainland of 

Europe. 
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Each city was surrounded by rural 

settlements. 

8. At the top of Maya society were 

the King and Royal family who were believed 

to be closely linked to the gods.  

9. An educated elite of scribes, priests and 

nobles formed the ruling class. They 

occupied the finest buildings in the city. 

10. No one knows for sure why the 

Maya civilisation went into decline. Possible 

explanations involve the overuse and 

exhaustion of farming land, prolonged 

drought, misrule, warfare and disease 

 

Unit  

specific 

Vocabulary  

Expedition 

Astronaut 

Venus 

Myth 

Dynasty 

Civilisation  

Maize 

Hieroglyphics 

Chichen-Itza 

Copan 

Tikal 

Mesoamerica 

Pakal the Great 

Pompeii 

Civilisation 

Roman settlement 

Preserved  

Artefacts  

Mount Vesuvius 
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6th June 1868 Robert Falcon Scott was born 

15th June 1910 Scott began his expedition  

17th January 1912 Scott’s team arrive safely 

but Amundsons crew had arrived first 

17th March 1912 Oates dies 

29th March 1912  Last Diary entry from 

Scott 

12th November 1912 The teams bodies were 

discovered 

7th April 1972 Tim Peake was born 

2011 UK makes its first financial contribution 

to ISS 

15th December 2015 Tim Peake begins his 6 

month space mission 

18th June 2016 Tim Peake returns to earth 

700BC The first Mayan cities were developed  

50BC First inscription in Mayan hieroglyphs 

800-900AD Building of stepped pyramid: 

Chichen-Itza 

822AD  City of Copan deserted 

869AD City of Tikal abandoned  

909AD  Last recorded inscription of Classic 

Maya 

August 79AD Tremors were felt in the area of 

Mount Vesuvius 

24th August 79AD  

(morning) There was a small explosion  

(approx. 1pm) Mount Vesuvius erupted 

violently. 

(approx. 2pm) Ash and pumice fell on Pompeii 

25th August 79AD (midnight) Pyroclastic 

surge  

(approx. 2am) A second and third pyroclastic 

surge  

(approx. 7am) A fourth pyroclastic surge 

killed many people and destroyed many 

buildings 

(approx. 8am) Additional surges followed 

burying the city under volcanic material 

 


