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‘As Musicians we express ourselves and appreciate the work of others so that we can compose, practise and perform with enjoyment.’ 

Charanga Music 

Scheme Units 
Autumn 1 

Livin’ on a Prayer 

Autumn 2 

Classroom Jazz 1 

Spring 1 

Make you Feel my 

Love 

Spring 2 

The Fresh Prince of 

Bel-Air 

Summer 1 

Dancing in the Street 

Summer 2 

Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

National Curriculum 

 

 

 

Pupils should be taught: to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. To improvise and compose music for a range 

of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. To listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. To appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. To use and understand staff and other musical 

notations.  

As previous units 

plus: 

To develop an 

understanding of 

the history of music 

Subject Focus Children will explore 

the structure and 

instrumentation of a 

range of classic Rock 

songs. They respond 

to musical ‘questions 

and answers’ using 

rhythm and pitch, 

sing in unison and 

improvise / compose 

sections of music 

using 2 and 3 notes.  

Pupils identify the 

structure and 

instrumentation of 

Swing and Bossa 

Nova numbers, using 

their knowledge of 

their ‘style 

indicators’ to assist 

discussion. They play 

instrumental parts 

(learning by ear) 

using 3 or 5 notes 

and experience 

improvisation in 

Swing and Bossa 

Nova styles.   

Children will explore 

the structure of a 

range of Pop Ballads, 

discussing effect 

created by the 

tempo, dynamics and 

texture of each 

song. They sing in 

unison and improvise 

/ compose sections 

of music using 2 and 

3 notes. They begin 

to work out where 

the notes they are 

playing are 

positioned on the 

stave.  

Children will explore 

the structure and 

instrumentation of a 

range of Old-School 

Hip-Hop tunes, 

discussing the 

effect created by 

the tempo, dynamics 

and texture of each 

song. They sing /ap 

in unison and 

improvise / compose 

sections of music 

using 2 and 3 notes.  

This Unit is based 

around the Motown 

style. Children 

explore the structure 

and instrumentation 

of a range of songs. 

They sing in unison 

and 2 parts and 

improvise / compose 

sections of music. 

They appraise their 

final performance 

discussing 

whether/how it was 

audience appropriate.  

Pupils listen to and 

appraise a piece of 

music from each 

time period and 

learn ‘fast facts’ 

about each, deciding 

where on the 

‘history of music’ 

grid it should be 

placed. Children also 

re-visit songs and 

music explored 

earlier in the year, 

re-appraise and 

perform, adding to 

and improving 

compositional 

sections.     

 

Fab Five 

 

 

1. Pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 

texture and structure work together to 

make a song sound interesting. 

1. Pop ballads are gentle love songs that are 

full of emotion. They feature gentle backing 

instruments like strings and piano or 

acoustic guitar.  

1. The ‘Motown’ label (popular R n B) was 

created in America in the 1960s and 

employed only black musicians. The songs 

have complex basslines and drums stress the 
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2. The style indicators of Rock are a heavily 

amplified guitar, lead and sometimes backing 

vocals, frequent guitar solos, some 

distortion of the sound and a heavy 

backbeat. 

3. Bossa Nova is a dance music originating 

from Brazil featuring syncopated dance 

rhythms.    

4. A syncopated rhythm is a complicated one 

– the strong parts of the rhythm occur in 

unexpected places – the ‘off beat’.  

5. The names of 3 musicians famous for 

Jazz improvisation are Louis Armstrong, 

Charlie Parker and Duke Ellington.  

2. Old-School hip-hop features MCing or 

rapping, scratching, backing loops, decks and 

sampling. Lots of songs are about partying 

whereas some are about social problems.   

3. Backing loops are a repeated phrase 

(ostinato) that is played in the background 

throughout a song. You typically rap over the 

top of them.  

4. Placing a dot next to a note increases its 

duration by half its original duration. A 

dotted crotchet lasts for one and a half 

beats. A dotted minim lasts for 3 beats.   

5. On the treble stave, ‘middle’ C sits on the 

first ledger line underneath the 5 lines.   

first beat of the bar. There is often a 

tambourine in the mix.   

2. Plainsong is church music, sung in unison 

without any accompaniment in the medieval 

period.  

3. The Baroque orchestra was much smaller 

than the Classical / Romantic orchestra. It 

contained instruments such as the lute, 

sackbut, recorder, flute, bassoon and 

harpsichord.  

4. Most famous for his symphonies and piano 

sonatas, Ludwig Van Beethoven was credited 

with moving the Classical period into the 

Romantic period – he loved to break rules. 

Beethoven continued to compose music when 

he was completely deaf!  

5. Frederic Chopin is one of the most famous 

Romantic composers. A virtuoso pianist, 

Chopin’s output was largely short works for 

solo piano.  

Unit specific 

vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Rock, style 

indicators, lead 

guitar, rhythm 

guitar, bass guitar, 

drum kit, vocals, 

distortion, amplifier, 

lead / backing vocals, 

structure, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

backbeat, amplifier, 

tempo, texture, 

dynamics, chorus, 

bridge, riff, hook, 

solo, improvise, 

compose 

Appraising, Bossa 

Nova, syncopation, 

off beat, structure, 

Swing, tune/head, 

note values, note 

names, Big bands, 

improvise, pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

riff, hook, solo.  

Ballad, verse, chorus, 

interlude, tag 

ending, strings, 

piano, guitar, bass, 

drums, melody, 

compose, improvise, 

cover, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, tempo, 

dynamics, timbre, 

texture, structure. 

Most children will 

know the pulse, 

rhythm, pitch, 

Old-school Hip Hop, 

Rap, riff, 

synthesizer, deck, 

backing loops, Funk, 

scratching, unison, 

melody, compose, 

improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, treble 

clef, ‘middle C’, 

ledger lines.  

Soul, groove, Motown, 

riff, bass line, 

backbeat, brass 

section, harmony, 

hook, melody, rhythm 

section, brass 

section, compose, 

improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

structure. 

Early music, 

medieval, plainsong, 

Baroque, opera, 

Romantic, 

Beethoven, 

symphony, 

movement, Chopin, 

virtuoso, waltz, 

Charles Edward 

Ives, dissonant, 

Steve Reich, 

minimalism. 
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