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‘As Musicians we express ourselves and appreciate the work of others so that we can compose, practise and perform with enjoyment.’ 

Charanga Music 

Scheme Units 
Autumn 1 

Happy 

Autumn 2 

Classroom Jazz 2 

Spring 1 

A New Year Carol 

Spring 2 

You’ve got a Friend 

Summer 1 

Music and Me 

Summer 2 

Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

National Curriculum 

 

 

 

Pupils should be taught: to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. To improvise and compose music for a range 

of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. To listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 

increasing aural memory. To appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. To use and understand staff and other musical 

notations.  

As previous units 

plus: 

To develop an 

understanding of 

the history of music 

Subject Focus This Unit uses Pop / 

Neo Soul music. 

Pupils describe the 

style indicators, 

structure, 

instrumentation and 

musical dimensions 

featured in the 

songs. They sing in 2 

parts, play 

instrumental parts 

accurately either by 

ear or reading 

notation. They 

improvise and 

compose sections 

used within the final 

performance.   

Children appraise a 

selection of Jazz / 

Blues numbers and 

play instrumental 

parts using the 8 

notes of a C major 

scale in ‘Bacharach 

Anorak’ and a 5 note 

blues scale in ‘Meet 

the Blues’ (using 

glockenspiel, 

recorder or own 

instrument).  

Children experience 

improvising over 

both numbers using 

Major scale / blues 

scale. 

Pupils appraise ‘A 

New Year Carol’ by 

Benjamin Britten and 

some cover versions, 

discussing structure, 

instrumentation, 

mood and musical 

dimensions. Children 

clap rhythms and 

sing musical phrases 

used in the song. 

They sing ‘A New 

Year Carol’ in the 

original and Urban 

Gospel versions.  

This Unit uses 70s 

ballads and is 

centred around the 

music of Carole King. 

Pupils describe the 

style indicators, 

structure, 

instrumentation and 

musical dimensions 

featured in the 

songs. They sing in 

unison, play 

instrumental parts 

accurately by 

reading traditional 

notation and 

improvise and 

compose sections to 

be used within the 

final performance.   

‘Music and 

Me’ focuses on 

inspirational women 

working in music. 

Throughout this 

series, students will 

explore the concept 

of ‘identity’ – the 

various elements that 

shape us. In this unit, 

we start with gender, 

with reference to 

social and cultural 

differences. They will 

be invited to try out 

different ways of 

making their own 

music, while exploring 

the work of some of 

the most influential 

women in music over 

the last 100 years. 

Pupils listen to and 

appraise a piece of 

music from each 

time period and 

learn ‘fast facts’ 

about each, deciding 

where on the 

‘history of music’ 

grid it should be 

placed. Children also 

re-visit songs and 

music explored 

earlier in the year, 

re-appraise and 

perform, adding to 

and improving 

compositional 

sections inspired by 

the words and music 

of Jon Boden.     
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Fab Five 

 

 

1. Neo Soul emerged from Soul and 

contemporary RnB. Songs are mixed in the 

studio to sound as if they are from an older 

Soul era like Motown yet are produced in a 

modern manner.  

2. A ‘flat’ sign lowers the pitch of the note 

slightly (by half a tone).   

3. A scale is a set of notes in order of pitch. 

The major scale has 8 notes and sounds 

bright and happy.     

4. The ‘blues scale’ contains the pitches that 

give the music its distinct ‘sound’.   

5. The ‘Blues style’ was created by African 

American communities that had suffered 

through slavery. It has a melancholy sound, 

features a rhythm section, voice, guitar and 

often a harmonica and long improvised 

sections.   

1. ‘Urban Gospel’ is based on the traditional 

Gospel style. However, there can be 

elements of Hip Hop, Pop, Funk and Jazz and 

rapping and the lyrics can have a non-

religious meaning (secular) 

2. Benjamin Britten was a British 20th 

Century pianist and composer. He set a 

range of poems to music and arranged them 

for children to sing, including ‘A New Year 

Carol’.   

3.  Carole King was employed to write Pop 

songs for artists to perform in the 1960s. 

Her songs were incredibly popular – ‘The 

Locomotion’, ‘Up on the Roof’ but made the 

performers famous rather then her.  

4. When using Classical Western notation, 

pitches sit on the lines and in the spaces 

between the lines. If you know the position 

of ‘middle C’ on the treble stave, you can 

work out the position of any note by working 

upwards.  

5. The ‘time signature’ tells you how many 

beats in each bar of music. When finding 

the pulse, the first beat of the bar is 

usually the strongest.    

1. We each have a unique musical identity – 

as we have our own experiences, feelings, 

family background and dreams. Music is a 

brilliant way of exploring and expressing our 

identity.  

2. Women are underrepresented in the 

industry – particularly as composers, 

producers and instrumentalists such as bass 

guitarists and kit players.   

3. 4 inspirational women of the music 

industry are Shiva Feshareki (a turntablist), 

Eska Mtungwazi (singer-songwriter and 

multi-instrumentalist).  Afrodeutsche 

(composer, producer and DJ) and Anna 

Meredith (composer and performer of 

electronic and acoustic music).  

4. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart lived in 

Austria in the 18th Century. He was famous 

as a child because he could play the 

harpsichord and write music from the age of 

3! He grew up to write some of the most 

beautiful music ever heard.  

5. Mozart’s ‘The Marriage of Figaro’ is an 

example of comic opera – they feature a 

light-hearted story line, some spoken 

dialogue and a happy ending.  

Unit specific 

vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

style indicators, 

melody, compose, 

improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, 

dimensions of music, 

Neo Soul, producer, 

Blues, Jazz, blues 

scale, major scale, 

flat, sharp, 

improvisation, by 

ear, melody, 

compose, improvise, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

Melody, compose, 

improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, 

dimensions of music, 

cover version, 

ostinato, phrases, 

Melody, compose, 

improvise, cover, 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics, 

timbre, texture, 

structure, 

dimensions of music, 

hook, riff, solo, civil 

rights, gender 

Gender, racism, rap, 

lyrics, turntablist, 

DJing, producer, 

Electronic and 

Acoustic music. 

Traditional, Early 

Music, pastoral, 

overture, Baroque, 

ballad, Classical, 

opera, comic opera, 

Romantic, 20th 

Century, sonata, 

movements, 
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groove, Motown, 

hook, riff, solo. 

structure, 

dimensions of music, 

hook, riff, solo. 

unison, Urban 

Gospel, secular / 

religious. 

equality, unison, 

harmony. 

Contemporary, 

multicultural.  

 


