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In Their Footsteps 

 
 
 

 
 



Enterprise Outcomes: 
 
• To organize a talent show for charity. 
• To record a whole year-group dance for inclusion in the EOY show. 
• To raise money to support Toilet Twinning. 
 
BLP 
 
During this topic we will be promoting and developing these specific ‘muscles’ in 
particular: 
Resourcefulness 
• The children will be asking questions about the war, people in the war, 

events and artifacts. 
• They will be making links :between what they can see now and what 

happened in the past; different areas of the curriculum; and between 
experiences and ideas.  

• They will be able to imagine and explore possibilities and ideas – What if?  
• They will be encouraged to explain their reasoning and to create logical 

arguments to support their ideas. 
 
Reciprocity 
• Children will develop their interdependence by working in different groups 

and exploring different ideas to share with other groups. 
• They will be encouraged to collaborate effectively with their peers, 

developing their own working rules, through discussion and considering 
others’ feelings and establishing team roles. 

• They will have opportunity to listen and empathise as they explore the lives 
of others from WW1 and explore their feelings and motivations through 
creative role play. 

• They will be encouraged to learn from others’ good examples and models for 
working – noting and imitating how others work successfully as a team. 

 
    Entry Point 
• Entry point –Local History Study – Pick a name from a war memorial. 
• Visit to Cannock Chase ‘WW1 Route’ 
• Introduce texts that look at the war from different perspective: – War Horse, 

Stay where you are and then Leave, Valentine Joe, War Game. Present to 
other groups. 

• Laches Wood Residential Visit (WW1 Themed) with visit to the Staffordshire 
Regimental Museum and National Memorial Arboretum. 

 



 Classroom Environment 
The classroom will be decorated with stick around poppies, posters, authentic 
and reproduction artifacts for children to handle and ask questions about / 
hypothesise / comment on. 
 
 Knowledge Harvest 

• Children will mind-map all the information they know about the First 
World War. (Current Cultural Importance) 

• Produce spider diagram using the following questions: 
• When was it? 
• Who was involved? 
• How did it start? 
• What was it like for children? 
• What was England’s role in the War – any relatives? 
• What are the children naturally curious about? What would they like to 

find out? 
 
    Trips/Activities 

• Visit to Cannock Chase Camps and Cemeteries (weather permitting) 
• Visit to Whittington Barracks (Staffordshire Regiment Museum) and 

trenches. 
• Visit to National Arboretum. 
• Outdoor Education Centre visit 

 
PG50 experiences 
 

• National Memorial Arboretum 
• Explore Cannock Chase (weather permitting) 

 
British Values 

• Democracy – public debate (teacher in role) right to free 
speech v conscription in WW1 

• the rule of law – pertaining to WW1 conscription – 
consequences and conscientious objectors  

• individual liberty – WW1 related  
• mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths 

and beliefs – Sikhism Black Lions and support they gave to 
British Empire. 

 



 
 
Explaining the Theme: 
 
In Science we’ll be 
 

• Exploring telescopes and periscopes 
• Looking at the discoveries and life of Galileo/ Newton 
• Exploring ‘Fit to fight’ by looking at the human circulatory system and how 

to stay healthy (including the impact of exercise, drugs and lifestyle) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In History we will: 
 

• Use books, internet, maps and DVDs to find out about evacuation and 
other aspects of the war and what it was like for those involved to 
construct our knowledge of the past. 

• Be investigating the lives of local people who died in the war. 
• Looking at the recounts of famous people from WW1 
• Looking at contrasting accounts and questioning their accuracy and 

validity. 
• Looking at the use of Cannock Chase as a central and important part of 

the war. (Local Study) 
• Write about the war using a range of genres 
• Study the main events of the war and place them in a chronological 

framework. 
 

In Geography we will: 
 

• Go on a field trip to Cannock Chase (weather permitting)  and produce 
field sketches, use digital technologies to locate historical features. 

• Use maps and grid references and compass points to plot features to 
compare land use and physical features and how they have changed over 
the last 100 years. 

• Use maps and atlases (including online) to locate countries in Europe 
(including Russia), major cities and physical features. 

 
In Literacy we’ll be: 
 



• Writing biographies and autobiographies. 
• Exploring bias in historical accounts or writing newspaper articles. 
• Looking at the structure of text and writing letters, instructions, stories 

and playscripts. 
• Writing and reciting poetry. 

 
In Computing we will: 
 

• Using search technologies to research people and events from WW1 
• Developing a secure understanding of how to work safely online. 

 
In Art and Design we will: 
 

• Look at works by Gunner FJ Mears and Erskine Williams (local artist) and 
sketching people in action. 

• Representation and impact of poppies in art – Kurt Schwitters style 
(German WW1 soldier who moved to England at the start of WW2) 

• Use of different media – tissue overlay, oil pastels, paint, photography. 
• Personal memorial – soldier for NMA display 
• Famous designers – Look at styles in National Arboretum – many by 

famous designers. 
 
In DT we will: 
 

• Producing exploded diagrams to show how light equipment works. 
 
In PE/ Games we will: 
 

• Dance – expressing our knowledge and ideas around the concept of 
‘conscientious objecting’, bullying and cowardice. 

• Gymnastics – Working in pairs to create a gymnastic sequence consisting 
of balances, jumps and rolls. 

• ‘Fit to Fight’ – circuit training – designing their own warm-ups and 
routines- keeping a record of targets and personal bests. 

• Football (first ½ term – Christmas Truce) 
 
In Music we will: 
 

• Learning a range of songs for our performance. 
• Keyboard skills 

 
In RE we will: 
 

• Discuss pacifism and the moral issues of war. 



• Be exploring Christmas Truce and Armistice. 
• Sikhism and their impact on winning the war. 
• Celebrating difference. 

 
In PSHE we will be exploring: 
(incorporated into our topic work) 
 
Health and Wellbeing 

• Healthy diet – (Science DT) 
• Effect of exercise and drugs on bodies (Science) 
• Ways to keep emotionally and physically safe. (Science, PE, Computing) 
• Visit by Policeman Matt Smith / Community Policewoman – cyber bullying 

and e-safety, hate crimes 
 
 
 
 
Relationships 

• Maintaining healthy relationships 
• Working with older/younger people in a range of social contexts. 
• Promote awareness of racial tolerance, human rights, issues and 

responsibilities. (History, RE) 
• Britain’s role in WW1 (History) 

 
Living in the Wider World 

• See difference and diversity 
• Enterprise awareness (fund-raising, Performance and Publishing) 
• How to be a productive member in a diverse community. 
• Show respect for self and others. 

 
Difference and Diversity 
 
In D and D we’ll be looking at these units: 

• Our European Neighbours – we will be exploring racism and stereotypes 
through studying European countries online. 

 
• Our Region’s Neighbours – Looking at local ethnic diversity and compare 

to other regions (see Summer Term – London’s Calling) 
 

Learning Targets: 
Children will be: 
 
Science  



Scientific Enquiry 
 

• planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 
including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 
increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when 
appropriate 

• recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific 
diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and 
line graphs 

• using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and 
fair tests 

• reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, 
causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in 
oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations 

• identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute 
ideas or arguments. 

 
Light: 
 

• recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines 

• use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that objects are 
seen because they give out or reflect light into the eye 

• explain that we see things because light travels from light sources to our 
eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes 

• use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why shadows 
have the same shape as the objects that cast them. 

 
Animals, including Humans: 
 

• identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and 
describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood 

• recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their 
bodies function 

• describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within 
animals, including humans. 



 
Art and Design 
 

• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas 

• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, clay] 

• about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Computing 

This year, we will working towards these targets: 

• design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, 
including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by 
decomposing them into smaller parts 

• use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables 
and various forms of input and output 

• use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to 
detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

• understand computer networks including the internet; how they can 
provide multiple services, such as the world wide web; and the 
opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration 

• use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected 
and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

• select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) 
on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, 
systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, 
analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information 

• use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact. 

 



Design and Technology 

Design 
• use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed 
at particular individuals or groups 

• generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, 
prototypes, pattern pieces and computer-aided design 

Make 
• select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately 

• select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

Evaluate 
• investigate and analyse a range of existing products 

• evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work 

• understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have 
helped shape the world 

Technical knowledge 
 
• apply their understanding of computing to program, monitor and control 

their products. 

 Cooking 

• understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet 

 

 

 



Geography 

 

Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia), countries, and major cities 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country. 

Human and physical geography 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 
symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

History 

a local history study : 

• a study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) 

• a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 
that is significant in the locality. 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 (The First World War) 

• changes in an aspect of social history – Legacy of the Great War 



• a significant turning point in British history 

 

 

MFL 
• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 

and responding 

• explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

• engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help* 

• speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures 

• develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases* 

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences* 

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

• broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 
that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary 

• write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly 

• describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

• understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 
including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how 
these differ from or are similar to English. 

 

 



Music 

 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

• use and understand staff and other musical notations 

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

• develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

PE 
 
• use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination 

• play competitive games, modified where appropriate [for example, 
badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and 
tennis], and apply basic principles suitable for attacking and defending 

• develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance [for example, 
through athletics and gymnastics] 

• perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

• take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually 
and within a team 

• compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best. 

RE 



• 2.1d consider the meaning of a wide range of stories about the beginnings 
of the world and ask questions about their importance to believers.  
Emphasis on Sikhism.  NOT LINKED TO TOPIC. 

• 2.3d  identify some of the ways in which religions name and describe 
attributes of God and make links with belief and practice.   

 


